
R O N N I E ' S  P I C K S :
E V E R G R E E N  S U M A C

Evergreen
Sumac

Come Get ‘Em While We Got ‘Em! Supply is Limited!
Primarily Stocked at Our Thousand Oaks Location

- N A T I V E  T E X A S  L A R G E
S H R U B / S M A L L  T R E E

- G R E A T  P R I V A C Y  S C R E E N
H E D G E  P L A N T ,  O R  S T A N D
A L O N E  T R E E

- M O S T L Y  E V E R G R E E N
( L E A V E S  A R E  G R E E N
T H R O U G H  W I N T E R ,  T H E N
D R O P P E D  A N D  R E P L A C E D
W I T H I N  A B O U T  A  W E E K )  

- 6 ' - 1 0 '  T  X  8 '  W  A V G .
G R O W T H

- F U L L  S U N  T O  P A R T  S U N

- D R O U G H T  T O L E R A N T / H E A T
T O L E R A N T / C O L D  T O L E R A N T

- F A S T  G R O W I N G

- G E N E R A L L Y  P E S T  A N D
D I S E A S E  F R E E

- F E M A L E S  B L O O M  W H I T E
F L O W E R S  S U M M E R - F A L L ,
F O L L O W E D  B Y  F U Z Z Y  R E D
D R U P E S  I N  W I N T E R



Did this last summer make your Red Tip Photinia privacy screen look like
burnt toast? Did the winters of 2020 and 2021 turn your Xylosma screen
hedge into bare sticks that never resprouted?
Are you at your wits end on what to plant so you’re not looking at your
next door neighbor who never closes his drapes?

There is a solution! The solution is Evergreen Sumac, a shrub that is
native, mostly evergreen, and is not phased by the recent extremes in
our San Antonio weather. Evergreen Sumac can be grown as a single
accent shrub, a small tree, and most importantly, a privacy screen
hedge.

I have personal experience on this one. Twenty years ago, I came across a
gentleman who had planted Evergreen Sumas as a hedge in Hollywood
Park. I remember seeing how nicely it was sheared into a square-cut
hedge. I stored it in my memory bank and forgot about it until 2019 when
I needed a new hedge.

 I was in need of a screen on a Hill Country lot in Comal county. The
conditions were shallow soil on top of rock and full sun to part shade. I
planted Evergreen Sumac spring of 2019 and this hedge went through
the coldest winter event in our area that has happened in the past
century. It dropped its leaves, but did not freeze to the ground. Foliage
resprouted in spring and my Evergreen Sumacs were back in business. 

Fast forward to the summer of 2023 which was the hottest summer on
record. I watered that hedge only about 6 times through the summer
(just so it would keep looking good) and it has survived and thrived. This
hedge is currently 4'-5' tall and still growing. I fully expect it to reach over
12' T in the next 3-4 years. 

Evergreen Sumac is an under-utilized plant in Central Texas and needs to
be planted more. There is a supply problem right now with not enough
growers growing Evergreen Sumac. Hopefully that changes in the near
future. 

Rainbow Gardens makes a real effort to keep this plant in stock, but we
can go months without it. When we have it, you might want to come
scoop some up! 

Ronnie’s Picks: Evergreen Sumac

As of 10/17/23, currently in stock, primarily at our Thousand Oaks location! 


